Northern Ireland Assembly Members Bill [HL]

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Explanatory notes to the Bill, prepared by the Northern Ireland Office, are published
separately as HL Bill 4—EN.

EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Baroness Royall of Blaisdon has made the following statement under section 19(1)(a)
of the Human Rights Act 1998:

In my view the provisions of the Northern Ireland Assembly Members Bill [HL] are
compatible with the Convention rights.
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BILL

TO

Make provision relating to salaries, allowances and pensions for members of
the Northern Ireland Assembly.

b

E IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present

Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: —

1

Salaries and allowances

Section 47 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 (c. 47) (salaries and allowances of
members of the Northern Ireland Assembly) is amended as follows.

In subsections (1) and (2), for “the Assembly may from time to time determine”
substitute “may from time to time be determined”.

After subsection (2) insert—

“(2A) The Assembly may make provision—
(@) determining the salaries or allowances payable to members of
the Assembly under this section, or
(b) providing for those salaries or allowances to be determined by
a person other than the Assembly in accordance with the
provision.

(2B) Different provision may be made for different cases (for example,
provision for higher salaries to be payable to Ministers or other office
holders).”

Omit subsections (3), (5) and (6).

2

In subsection (4), for “A determination under this section shall provide
substitute “Provision under subsection (2A) must ensure”.

Omit subsection (7).

In subsection (8), for “under this section” substitute “of salaries or allowances
by provision under subsection (2A)(a)”.
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2

(8)
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(11)

(12)
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(14)
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After that subsection insert —

“(8A) Provision under subsection (2A)(b) must include provision for the
publication of every determination of salaries or allowances under that
provision.”

2

In subsection (9)(b), for “such an office as is mentioned in subsection (3)(a)
substitute “an office within subsection (9A)”.

After subsection (9) insert—

“(9A) An office is within this subsection if the salary payable under this
section to a member of the Assembly holding the office is higher than
the salary payable under this section to members of the Assembly
generally.”

In subsection (10)(a), for “such an office as is mentioned in subsection (3)(a)(i)
to (iii)” substitute “office as a Minister or junior Minister, as Presiding Officer
or deputy or as a member of the Northern Ireland Assembly Commission”.

After subsection (10) insert—

“(10A) The provision which may be made by the Assembly for the purposes of
this section includes provision—
(@) by a resolution of the Assembly conferring functions on the
Northern Ireland Assembly Commission, or

(b) by an Act of the Assembly (which may include provision
establishing an office or body, provision conferring functions
on an office-holder or body and ancillary provision).”

In Schedule 4 to the Northern Ireland (St Andrews Agreement) Act 2006
(repeal of Northern Ireland Act 2000 and supplementary provision), in
paragraph 2(1) for “The Northern Ireland Assembly may not make a
determination under” substitute “No determination may be made under or by
virtue of”.

Any determination under section 47 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 (c. 47)
which is in force immediately before this section comes into force is to be
treated as provision under section 47(2A)(a) of that Act.

Pensions etc.

Section 48 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 (pensions etc. of members of the
Northern Ireland Assembly) is amended as follows.

b

In subsection (1)(b), for “such an office as is mentioned in section 47(3)(a)’
substitute “an office within subsection (1A)”.

After subsection (1) insert—

“(1A) An office is within this subsection if the salary payable under section 47
to a member of the Assembly holding the office is higher than the salary
payable under that section to members of the Assembly generally.”

In subsection (3), in paragraph (a) of the definition of “provision”, after
“Assembly” insert “(which may include provision establishing an office or
body, provision conferring functions on an office-holder or body and ancillary
provision)”.
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3 Short title and commencement
(1) This Act may be cited as the Northern Ireland Assembly Members Act 2010.
(2) This section comes into force on the day on which this Act is passed.

(38) Sections 1 and 2 come into force on the day appointed by the Secretary of State
by order made by statutory instrument.
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