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Formal Minutes 

Tuesday 9 June 2009 

Members present: 

Dr Tony Wright, in the Chair 

Paul Flynn 
Kelvin Hopkins 
Mr Ian Liddell-Grainger 

 Julie Morgan 
Mr Gordon Prentice 
Mr Charles Walker 
 
 

Draft Report (Good Government), proposed by the Chairman, brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the Chairman’s draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 132 read and agreed to. 

Summary agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Report be the Eighth Report of the Committee to the House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House. 

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the provisions of 
Standing Order No. 134. 

Written evidence was ordered to be reported to the House for printing with the Report , together with written 
evidence reported and ordered to be published on 15 July, 16 October, 26 November, 16 December, 15 
January, 10 February, 26 March, and 2 April. 

 

[Adjourned till Thursday 18 June at 9.45 am 
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Witnesses 

Thursday 17 July 2008 

Sir John Bourn KCB, former Comptroller and Auditor General, Sir Richard 
Mottram GCB, former Permanent Secretary and Kate Jenkins, former Senior Civil 
Servant Ev  1

Thursday 16 October 2008 

Zenna Atkins, Chair of Ofsted and Royal Navy Audit Committee, Geoff Mulgan, 
Director of Young Foundation, Sir Steve Robson CB, former Second Permanent 
Secretary to HM Treasury and Matthew Taylor, Chief Executive, RSA 

Ev 18

Thursday 23 October 2008 

Rt Hon David Blunkett MP, Rt Hon Kenneth Clarke MP, Rt Hon Peter Lilley 
MP and Rt Hon Nick Raynsford MP, former Ministers of the Crown 

Ev 37

Wednesday 26 November 2008 

Ann Abraham, Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman, Steve Bundred, 
Chief Executive, Audit Commission and Tim Burr, Comptroller and Auditor 
General 

Ev 55

Tuesday 16 December 2008 

Natalie Ceeney, Chief Executive, National Archives, Professor Christopher 
Hood, Oxford University, Professor Colin Talbot, Manchester University and 
Professor Tony Travers, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Ev 69

Thursday 15 January 2009 

Sir Michael Bichard KCB, Director, Institute for Government, Lord Birt, former 
BBC Director-General and Lord Digby Jones, former Minister of State for Trade 

Ev 84

Thursday 26 February 2009 

Rt Hon Liam Byrne MP, Minister for the Cabinet Office Ev 103
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List of written evidence 

1 Rt Hon Liam Byrne MP Ev 118 
2 Audit Commission Ev 118 
3 Dr Paul Benneworth Ev 123 
4 Better Government Initiative Ev 127; Ev 142 
5 Committee on Standards in Public Life Ev 143 
6 Rt Hon Frank Dobson MP Ev 145 

7 Hansard Society  Ev 147 

8 Professor Christopher Hood Ev 151 

9 Institute for Government Ev 152 

10 Intellect Ev 155 

11 Local Government Association Ev 158 

12 Sue Lownds Ev 162 

13 Adam D G Macleod Ev 162 

14 National Audit Office Ev 163 

15 Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman Ev 216 

16 Professional Contactors Group Ev 217 

17 Prospect Ev 221 

18 TaxPayers’ Alliance Ev 224 

19 Peter Tomlinson Ev 249 
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List of Reports from the Committee during 
the current Parliament 

The reference number of the Government’s response to each Report is printed in brackets 
after the HC printing number. 
 
Session 2008-09 
First Report Lobbying: Access and Influence in Whitehall HC 36 

Second Report Justice Delayed: The Ombudsman’s Report on 
Equitable Life 

HC 41 

Third Report Ethics and Standards: Further Report HC 43 (HC 332) 

Fourth Report Work of the Committee in 2007-08 HC 42 

Fifth Report Response to White Paper: “An Elected Second 
Chamber” 

HC 137 

Sixth Report Justice denied? The Government response to the 
Ombudsman’s report on Equitable Life 

HC 219 (HC 569) 

Seventh Report Further Report on Machinery of Government 
Changes 

HC 540 

 
Session 2007–08 
First Report Machinery of Government Changes: A follow-up 

Report 
HC 160 (HC 514) 

Second Report Propriety and Peerages HC 153 (Cm 7374) 

Third Report Parliament and public appointments: Pre-
appointment hearings by select committees 

HC 152 (HC 515) 

Fourth Report Work of the Committee in 2007 HC 236 (HC 458) 

Fifth Report When Citizens Complain HC 409 (HC 997) 

Sixth Report User Involvement in Public Services HC 410 (HC 998) 

Seventh Report  Investigating the Conduct of Ministers HC 381 (HC 1056) 

Eighth Report Machinery of Government Changes: Further Report HC 514 (HC 540, 
Session 2008–09) 

Ninth Report Parliamentary Commissions of Inquiry HC 473 (HC 1060) 

Tenth Report Constitutional Renewal: Draft Bill and White Paper HC 499 

Eleventh Report Public Services and the Third Sector: Rhetoric and 
Reality 

HC 112 (HC 1209) 

Twelfth Report From Citizen’s Charter to Public Service Guarantees: 
Entitlement to Public Services 

HC 411 (HC 1147) 

Thirteenth Report Selection of a new Chair of the House of Lords 
Appointments Commission 

HC 985 

Fourteenth Report Mandarins Unpeeled: Memoirs and Commentary by 
Former Ministers and Civil Servants 

HC 664 (HC 428, 
Session  2008–09) 

 
Session 2006–07 
First Report The Work of the Committee in 2005–06 HC 258  

Second Report Governing the Future HC 123 (Cm 7154) 

Third Report Politics and Administration: Ministers and Civil 
Servants 

HC 122 (HC 1057, 
Session 2007–08) 
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Fourth Report Ethics and Standards: The Regulation of Conduct in 
Public Life 

HC 121 (HC 88,  
Session 2007–08) 

Fifth Report Pensions Bill: Government Undertakings relating to 
the Financial Assistance Scheme 

HC 523 (HC 922) 

Sixth Report The Business Appointment Rules HC 651 (HC 1087) 

Seventh Report Machinery of Government Changes HC 672 (HC 90, Session 
2007–08) 

Eighth Report The Pensions Bill and the FAS: An Update, Including 
the Government Response to the Fifth Report of 
Session 2006–07 

HC 922 (HC 1048) 

Ninth Report Skills for Government HC 93 (HC 89) 

First Special Report The Governance of Britain HC 901 

 
Session 2005–06 
First Report A Debt of Honour HC 735 (Cm 1020) 

Second Report Tax Credits: putting things right HC 577 (HC 1076) 

Third Report Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill HC 1033 (HC 1205) 

Fourth Report Propriety and Honours: Interim Findings HC 1119 (Cm 7374) 

Fifth Report Whitehall Confidential? The Publication of Political 
Memoirs 

HC 689 (HC 91, Session 
2007–08) 

 
 




