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Formal Minutes 

Wednesday 20 February 2008 

Members present: 

Mr Terry Rooney, in the Chair 

Miss Anne Begg 
Harry Cohen 
Michael Jabez Foster 
Oliver Heald 

 Mrs Joan Humble 
Tom Levitt 
John Penrose 
Jenny Willott 

 

Draft Report (The best start in lif?: alleviating deprivation, improving social mobility, and 
eradicating child poverty), proposed by the Chairman, brought up and read. 

Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 391 read and agreed to. 

Annex and Summary agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Report be the Second Report of the Committee to the House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House. 

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the 
provisions of Standing Order No. 134. 

Written Evidence was ordered to be reported to the House for printing with the Report, 
together with written evidence reported and ordered to be published on 24 October. 

 

[Adjourned till Wednesday 27 February at 9.15 
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Witnesses 

Wednesday 24 October 2007  

Lisa Harker, Institute for Public Policy Research Qq 1-26 

Fran Bennett, Senior Research Fellow, University of Oxford, Mike Brewer, 
Institute for Fiscal Studies and Tess Ridge, Lecturer, University of Bath 

Qq 27-63 

Wednesday 7 November 2007 

Steve Broach, Every Disabled Child Matters, Martin Narey, Barnardo’s and 
Jason Streliz, Save the Children 

Qq 64-105 

Kate Bell, One Parent Families|Gingerbread and Kate Green, Child Poverty 
Action Group 

Qq 106-145 

Wednesday 21 November 2007 

Richard Exell, TUC, Keith Faulkner CBE, FRSA, Working Links, and Alex Bax and 
Doreen Kenny, Greater London Authority 

Qq 146-215 

 

Monday 3 December 2007 

Caroline Flint MP, Minister of State for Employment and Welfare Reform, Rt 
Hon Jane Kennedy MP, Financial Secretary to the Treasury, Jonathan Portes, 
DWP and Jonathan Athow, HM Treasury 

Qq 216-298 

 

List of written evidence 

1 Ruth Lister Ev 1 

2 TUC Ev 4 

3 Citizens Advice Scotland Ev 9 

4 YWCA Ev 13 

5 Surrey Welfare Rights Unit Ev 18 

6 Adrian Sinfield Ev 23 

7 Remploy Ltd Ev 38 

8 Institute for Fiscal Studies Ev 39 

9 Fran Bennett Ev 42 

10 Every Disabled Child Matters Ev 46 

11 Scope, Treehouse and Working Families Ev 51 

12 WorkDirections UK Ev 52 

13 Barnardo’s Ev 56 

14 Joseph Rowntree Foundation Ev 64 

15 National Childminding Association Ev 66 
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16 Save the Children Ev 70 

17 Poor Relations Project Ev 76 

18 I CAN Ev 84 

19 Family Fund Ev 90 

20 Mayor of London Ev 102 

21 One Parent Families/Gingerbread Ev 104 

22 CPAG Ev 114 

23 Family Welfare Association Ev 123 

24 Daycare Trust Ev 126 

25 Low Incomes Tax Reform Group Ev 128 

26 DWP Ev 131; 140; 143; 187 

27 Working Links Ev 151 

28 Centre for the Economics of Education  Ev 153 

29 Families Need Fathers Ev 163 

30 Tess Ridge Ev 164 

31 Transcript of You and Yours Radio Programme Ev 170 

 

 




